
Department of Special Education Update September 4, 2020

Dear Parents,  

As the new Director of Special Education for Haddonfield Public 
Schools, it is my pleasure to welcome everyone back for another year in 
Haddonfield.  Although this year may not be typical or what any of us 
anticipated, I am hopeful this year will be reflective of the resilience we 
all have exhibited throughout the pandemic.  Along with other 
administrators, CST members, Related Service providers, and teachers I 
have worked endlessly to ensure all student IEP mandates are met.  If 
you have any specific questions about your child’s IEP services and/or 
schedule please reach out to the building principal, case manager, 
teacher, providers, or myself.  I am looking forward to working with 
every one of you this school year.  

              With regards,

Dr. Carmen Henderson
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What does preschool 
services look like? 

1. Preschool students who have 
an IEP will attend school on 
M, T, Th, and F for in-person 
instruction.

2. Preschool students who have 
an IEP and ITT services will 
attend school at their home 
school on M, T, Th, and F for 
in-person instruction.   On 
Wednesday they will attend 
school at Central for in-
person instruction.  Laura 
Underwood will spend one-
hour at your child’s home 
school providing support M, 
T, Th, and F.

What do kindergarten 
services look like? 

1. Kindergarten students who 
have an IEP will attend 
school on their assigned 
cohort days for in-person 
instruction.

2. Kindergarten students who 
have an IEP and ECLC 
services will attend school at 
their home schools on M, T, 
W, Th, and F for in-person 
instruction.  Laura 
Underwood will spend one-
hour at your child’s school 
providing support.  On 
Wednesday the students will 
receive support from their 
Clinical Associates.

SPECIAL EDUCATION NEWS 
The true character of a society is revealed in how it treats its children. - Nelson Mandela
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Related Services 
Students who receive related services such as assistive technology, behavioral, 
counseling, occupational, physical therapy, and/or speech therapy should be 
offered these services in-person.  Only the parent has the option to reject the 
in-person service and opt for virtual services.  The service provider will reach 
out to you individually to provide you with your child’s schedule.

Clinical Associate or Educational Assistant Support 
Some students have mandates in their IEP in which they require the support of 
a Clinical Associate (BSA).  If your child has this service in their IEP someone 
will reach out to you to schedule these supports to occur in your home in 
addition to the support occurring at school when your child is present.  An 
adult must me present in the home for this service to occur. The BSA can 
provide services virtually as well.

If a child receives the support of an Educational Assistant (EA), this support 
will occur in school.  The Educational Assistant must be in agreement with 
providing these supports in the home for services to extend beyond the school 
walls.  I cannot mandate that an Educational Assistant provide services in the 
home.  The Educational Assistant can support students virtually as well.

Remote Learning 
Students will have opportunities to experience live streamed instruction, 
prerecorded lessons, and virtual break out sessions with their teacher.  
Instruction will be synchronous and asynchronous.  Your child’s teacher will 
provide you with more information on remote instruction.

Case Management 
Alyssa Mebs:  LDT-C for all of Elementary; Case Manager  Tatem pk-4 and 
some of 5th grade

Teresa Hildebrandt: School Psychologist for all of Elementary; Case Manager 
Haddon pk-5; and some Tatem 5th graders

Anna Anthony: School Social Worker for all of Elementary; Case Manager 
Central pk-5; and some Middle School 6th graders

Dr. Kristin Leren: School Psychologist for Middle School; Case Manager 
Middle School - some 6th graders, all 7th graders

Alice Lee: School Psychologist for High School; Case Manager 8th M.S. and 9th 
grade H.S.

AnnMarie Murray Pousatis: LDT-C for all of Middle and High School; Case 
Manager 10th - 11th graders

Michele Scott: School Social Worker for Middle School and High School; Case 
Manager for 11th, 12th grade, CBI Program, and Out of District
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What if my child is in 
PLC or a Multiple 
Disabilities program? 

1. Children in the PLC or Multiple 
Disabilities program can attend 
school in-person M, T, W, Th, 
and F during the in-person 
school hours.

2. Children coming to school M-F 
are exposed to students in both 
cohorts.

What if my child receives 
pull-out supplemental or 
replacement support? 

1. The teacher for that service will 
reach out to you to provide you 
with your child’s individual schedule 
for that service.  These services 
should be offered to your child in-
person unless you opt for the 
service to be virtual.  If these 
services are offered in the afternoon 
your child will need to return back 
to the school to receive this service.  
Some teachers are able to provide 
this service to the student without 
interfering with the delivery of core 
academics.  If you have not received 
an email from the teacher about 
these services please reach out to 
your child’s school.

What if my child receives in-class 
support? 

1. Your child will attend school on 
their assigned cohort day for two 
days of in-person instruction and 
three days of virtual instruction.



Department of Special Education Update September 4, 2020

Related Service Providers 
Heather Histed: Speech Pathologist k-5 Tatem School (maternity leave replacement for Dana O’Reilly)

Rosemarie Connelly: Speech Pathologist virtual preschool, virtual ITT, virtual ECLC students at Tatem, and M.S.

Deena O’Connor: Speech Pathologist pk-5 Haddon School

Zaire Durant Young: Speech Pathologist pk-5 Central School

Karen Amariti - Occupational Therapist - all 3 preschools, ECLC, ITT, Tatem elementary 

Dr. Cari Heinzl - Physical Therapist District

Colleen Carroll - Occupational Therapist Central, Haddon, Middle School, High School (pt time)

Christine Ranelly - Occupational Therapist Haddon School (pt time)

District Communication 

Dear Parents and Guardians,

One of the safety precautions required for all staff and students is the completion of a daily COVID-19 
questionnaire. For students, that questionnaire is accessed via the Genesis Parent Portal.

The form must be completed
· each day for each student prior to entering school.
· only on days your student(s) will be entering the school building or participating in in-person school-based 
activities/athletics

If you answer yes to one or more questions, please do not send your child to school on that day, and we encourage 
you to contact your family physician and/or the school nurse with any questions or concerns related to your child's 
wellness to be in school.

Click here https://haddonfieldschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/CovidParentForm.pdf for instructions on 
how to access/complete the daily form.

Also, please remember that masks must be worn by all students, staff, and visitors in our buildings. Please adhere to 
this mask guidance  https://haddonfieldschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/MaskInformation.pdf.
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